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Starting point: The stream of culture

- Culture is like a stream, and it is not possible to step twice in 
the same stream (Ulf Hannerz 1992)

- The stream of culture flows from person to person and from 
past to future intentionally and unintentionally 

- In the stream of culture we transfer tangible and intangible 
traditions (Bringéus 1976) from person to person

- Cultivated and culturalized nature is a part of traditions 
(Siivonen 2018)

- In heritage work we define traditions as cultural heritage

Photo: K. Siivonen



The changing power of heritage 

• The role of intangible cultural heritage become stronger than ever
• Intangible cultural heritage is living actions, skills and thoughts of 

human beings, there is agency in intangible cultural heritage
• It is not possible to separate intangible cultural heritage and human 

beings nor intangible and tangible heritage from each other
• Work with intangible and tangible heritage requires collective agency 

of all involved actors, including nature
• The strengthening position of intangible heritage will change 

dramatically different heritage processes in the society

Photo: K. Siivonen



Transformation of everyday culture

- Cultural change, and also resistance to change, is produced in 
practices and actions in everyday life

- It is impossible to stop the change of everyday culture
- Everyday culture has thus an implicit transformative power
- Cultural heritage could serve as explicit transformative power of 

everyday culture and agency, and promote sustainability (Dessein
et al. 2015; Siivonen 2008b; 2017; 2018, see also 2008a)
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The power of practices and symbols

Everyday culture 
and traditions

Transformative heritage
processes

Global, European, national
and regional heritage
conventions and legislation
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Different individuals living 
in local communities may 
loose their power to 
define what is important
in the local culture from 
their point of view 
(Siivonen 2008b)



Heritage futures

• I define the combination of cultural heritage and futures processes as 
heritage futures (Siivonen & Kouri 2019)

• Heritage futures are results of co-creation between different actors in the 
society and in the world

• We chose and define a variety of traditions as heritage futures in order to 
intentionally change everyday practices and the society e.g. towards 
sustainability

• Heritage futures are connected to current global problems with all their 
tensions
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Balancing tensions

• There is a need to find ways to handle tensions in heritage futures
• Relationships between individuals and communities/culture/society/nature: 

which voices are present in heritage processes?
• Support to ecological solutions in everyday life, social inclusion, empowerment in 

societal activities etc.

• Need to respect privacy of people, right to stand outside of cultural heritage; political 
and economic use of heritage; people as objects or subjects in heritage processes

• Need to understand and remember e.g. violence and polarization of societies

• It is important to focus on a variety of presentations of heritage 
futures in a cumulative dialogue in the society and in nature
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