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Isaac Cordal (2011) ‘policians discussing global warming’

The world (and also business) is 
changing – need of foresight skills
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Worldwide climate strike March 2019 –
Youth is in need of change for their future

https://electrek.co/2019/03/14/youth-will-strike-worldwide-for-climate-action-on-friday/



But picturing the future is not easy…

Minor Fontys Trendwatching  – feb 2019 –
about  the future of education   - round 1



INTRODUCTION METHODOLOGY 
“A clear image of a 
sustainable future influences 
present acting. It helps 
individuals and society to 
(dare) take responsibility  for 
the future. This means 
balancing life: enjoy life 
today, understand causal 
effects in the past and plan 
for a sustainable, liveable 
society also for next 
generations in the future”

(2018) Hofman & Heselmans about 
methodology Prototyping Sustainable 
Futures with value. 
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Focus

Scanning & 
judging

Visualizing & 
transformation
paths

The Course

2016 , Heselmans & Hofman



First stepping 
stone

Share the new 
futures story

Presentation

The Course

2016 , Heselmans & Hofman

Tackle the Grand Societal Challenges by prototyping the future with Sustainable Value

Grand Societal Challenges are leading
Output: the first stepping stone for realizing a preferable future Food system in 2050 



@the beginning of the course Oct 2018
Future 2038 medium future distance

Personal – writing / drawings

• Mostly Positive
• Mostly projection current situation (continuist)
• Mostly focussed on own family 
• Haven’t found incidents

Image: Caren



@beginning of the course Oct 2018
Future 2038 medium future distance

Global – writing / drawings

• Mostly Transform (technological) neutral or negative
• Mostly focussed on world but not self in world.
• Haven’t found incidents

Image: Caren



“Easier”

“Much broader then before, my
vision for the future is 
enourmous enlarged. Before
Sustainable Futures, I was just
aware of the development 
changes related to technology. 
After the course I’m also
thinking about population, 
climate et cetera”

“Clearer”

“A bit easier”

• In this session we didn’t 
asked about changes in 
Future perspective in their 
process report. 

• We only could ask them if 
they felt they were changed 
and measured their future 
and time perspective.

• We couldn’t notice very 
much differences between 
the Dutch and Belgium 
culture according to 
envisioned futures.   

They did great, but…



Explore the Future
Act on possible consequences

2000 , Vonos, J. 

“If there are different futures possible, 
isn’t it then possible that we can create our own!?” 
Teach the Future, 2015



Context & 
Focus

Scanning & 
judging

Visualizing

Adding different pictures of the future into the methodology

2016 , Heselmans & Hofman

Future 1
Draw a picture 
(probable future) 

Future 2
Draw a picture 
(plausible future) 

Future 3
After Norm
Draw a picture 
(Possible future) 

Future 4
Preferable future
Draw a picture 
(Preferable future) 



First stepping 
stone

Share the new 
futures story

Presentation

2016 , Heselmans & Hofman

Tackle the Grand Societal Challenges by prototyping the future with Sustainable Value

Grand Societal Challenges are leading
Output: the first stepping stone for realizing a preferable future Food system in 2050 

Transition path



Transport vehicles 
(technology) Logistics (technology)

Infrastructure 
(technology)

Change of values –
Mobility as a status symbol (social)



Insights from a process report..

“…I have made 3 different storyboards. When I look at 
the 3 of them, I saw that the future is pretty much 
formed by the knowledge of that moment and by the 
current subjective worldview …

…When I analysed the 3 future envisions I saw the 
common theme running through them all. Mobility as 
a status symbol is a really attractive factor and gave 
much potential to innovation…

…By drawing I didn’t just get more understanding, 
but it brought me also joy.”



First thoughts: 
What does this mean for Teaching Futures? 

• It helps to think about a certain topic of the 
future (not to broad). 

• Using signals of change helps to think more 
profoundly about the future.

• ‘What if’ and futures wheel helps to get more 
insights about the positive and negative 
implications of a development. 

• Envisions of different sorts of futures and 
discussion about those envisions are helping 
students to get more understanding about their 
underlying assumptions and values. 



Discussion 

At the moment students has answered the question of growth 
of future consciousness positively, but…

• Can we objectify this measurement? 
• And if yes, how? 

In the last international class we didn’t noticed much cultural 
differences only difference in disciplinary background: 
• What would you expect to happen in October 2019 when 

we will work in much more multicultural teams? 
(Erasmus project FORESIGHT Turkey, Hungary, Spain, 
Belgium and The Netherlands)
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