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Future-oriented dialectics, socio-
technical antagonisms, and radical 
technologies



• In 1990s, a wide-ranging (popular) discussion in social 
sciences on the “end of history” and the rise of new 
(neo)liberal economic era (e.g. Fukuyama 1992)

• From the 2008, at the latest, this perspective has 
become seriously contested

• Political scientist Chantal Mouffe (2005) has suggested 
that “freedom” of economic liberalism is based on 
variegated societal antagonisms

• Thus, the end of Cold War did not result in the 
disappearance of societal antagonisms and to the 
“liberal triumph”, but instead it lead to the 
restructuration and diversification of antagonisms

• Crises of the welfare state and middle class

• Ethnic identities

• Gender

Societal background
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• In dialectical approach the topics are scrutinised as pathways that 
open towards, at least, two directions

• The aim is to challenge the linear and extrapolative interpretation 
of future development: the idea is that a developing path opens its 
own “counterpath” (thesis–antithesis)

• The development trajectories are conceptualised as antagonisms, 
contradictions and tensions

On dialectical approach
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Conceptualising future-oriented dialectics

Ahlqvist and Rhisiart 2015, Futures



• The notion of field is based on 
thinking of sociologist Pierre 
Bourdieu (e.g. 1969; 1975; 1983; 
1987; 1994; 2005) 

• The field is used as analytical 
and conceptual instrument to 
study radical technologies and 
related socio-technical changes

• Definition of the field is based on 
the identification of key 
antagonisms and tensions

• The antagonism are 
consequences of technologies 
setting in a societal context

Field in the analysis of antagonisms



Tension fields in 
the report




